David C. Lam Institute for
East-Wesl Studies (LEWI)
BT R TG AR S ST AR

HHEEGNE =,
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY g At oF GEOGRARAY
—

AR B bk 61 B B
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Academy of Geography, Sociology and International Studies
Department of Geography
David C. Lam Institute for East-West Studies

Public Seminar Series

Heterogenous Infrastructure configurations, assemblage
thinking and energy transition in practice in China

Dr. Minis Liu

Associate Professor

Guangzhou Nanfang College

6 Dec 2024 (Friday)
14:00 — 15:30 (HKT)
AAB1312, HKBU

Abstract

In contrast to centralized energy systems typically found pattern in Chinese urban
areas, distributed energy systems are shaped by considerable socio-technical
heterogeneity both in terms of their technological design and operation. This paper
identifies governance challenges to the development of distributed energy systems
il through assemblage thinking. This situates our in-depth case study in local energy
& systems, energy politics, and everyday energy practices in the context of distributed
[ et energy development. The findings illustrate two key challenges to the governance of
ﬁﬁéﬂ distributed energy development. First, incumbents often have incompatible goals,
resulting in notable mismatches between national government reform objectives and
implementation in distributed energy pilots. Second, a lack of engagement with
energy end-users leads to daily energy usage practices that reproduce a social and
material order that is reluctant to sustainability transition and dominated by powerful
actors. While advancements in energy technology and infrastructure are key to energy
16 oo transitions and urban sustainability, our paper points to the need to reform energy

INSTITUTIONS

1_ institutions to change energy-related perceptions, to shift usage behavior.
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concentrated on climate governance issues since her doctoral studies. The Sino-
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Foundation of China in 2025, focuses on the governance mechanism of experimental
governance in Hengqin.
For any endquires, please contact Miss Jenny Zhang at jienizhang@hkbu.edu.hk.

nEE




